
Building a Second Brain

Chuck Frey | @chuckfrey

Creative Problem Solving with Evernote
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chuckfrey.com/eureka
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“Tools extend man’s 

abilities. Thinking tools 

extend man’s ability to 

brainstorm innovative 

solutions.”

- Chuck Frey
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Our habitual tendency: 

RUTTED THINKING
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Types of creative stimuli

Words/reading

Images

Sights

Sounds/music

Experiences

People

ANY environmental stimuli
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BRAINSTORMING TOOLS

Thought-provoking exercises

Divergent stimuli

Help “de-rut” your brain!

Yes, there are “apps for that!”
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Everybody knows…
Evernote is an AWESOME idea repository
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What if…
Evernote was used to manage an ENTIRE

creative workflow – including storing a collection of 

creative problem solving techniques?
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Implementation cost

Ease of implementation

Resource requirements
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Your job – create your own templates!
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Why be creative? Why now?

+
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GET AHEAD OF THE PACK
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How I wrote 

a book 

entirely in 

Evernote
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More 

wickedly 

creative uses 

(from around 

the web)

A distraction to-do list

Commonplace notebook

Capture bits of inspiration

Capture research on the go

A creative to-read list

Use IFTTT or Zapier for automation

Subscribe to enewsletters w/ EN address

Shoot book page – notes in Evernote

Record ideas fast using audio

Create a monthly tickler file
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Creative challenge

• Pick a challenge or problem you now face.

• Type it in a single sentence into a new Evernote note.

• Add several sentences that capture the essence of it.

• Use the techniques we’ve talked about to brainstorm ideas 
to solve it. Capture them in Evernote.

HAPPY IDEA HUNTING!
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Thank you!

Chuck Frey
chuckfrey.com

mindmappingsoftwareblog.com

@chuckfrey

chuckfrey.com/eureka
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